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Building has started

A replica of the J-Class RAINBOW, the famous American yacht which 
won the 1934 America’s Cup, has started building at Bloemsma 
Aluminiumbouw at Makkum in Holland. It is no surprise that 
Bloemsma should be selected to produce the hull as the yard has 
previously built hulls for the J yachts LIONHEART and ATLANTIS.

The replica re-build of this original design by William Starling Burgess 
will be under the supervision of Dykstra & Partners, who have more 
than 20 years’ experience with J Class and have been responsible 
for the re-builds and refits of: SHAMROCK V, ENDEAVOUR, 
VELSHEDA, RANGER and the new HANUMAN (Endeavour II 
Project). 

The new RAINBOW will be constructed in aluminium, combining 
lightweight construction with high overall stiffness to improve sailing 
performance. Below deck the interior will represent 1930s styling, 
yet with all modern comforts for 8 guests and 8 crew.

The superstructure will have clear flush decks and the rig and sail handling systems will be similar to other 
Js - high modulus carbon spars, carbon rigging, 3DL sails and hydraulic winches in accordance with the JCA 
(J Class Association) Rules.
 
When the hull is complete, RAINBOW will be transported by barge, to Holland Jachtbouw where she will be 
finished. She will be campaigned by an experienced, proven team of sailors from Holland.

RAINBOW  has a well respected pedigree. The original W. Starling Burgess design was launched on 15th 
May 1934, at the Herreshoff Yard in Bristol, Rhode Island, USA. She was built to defend the America’s Cup 
against “ENDEAVOUR”. The first 2 races were tough for RAINBOW, yet she beat ENDEAVOUR in the last 
four races to win. In 1937 she was sold and then challenged for the Cup defence. Sadly for her, RANGER 
won and RAINBOW was sold for scrap in 1940.

J Class enthusiasts and fans of these iconic racing 
yachts can look forward to the prospect of a re-run of 
the 1934 America’s Cup races between the original 
ENDEAVOUR and the new replica RAINBOW when 
she is launched.

More information, as it becomes available, will be 
posted to the J Class Association website:
http://www.jclassyachts.com
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Specification: RAINBOW

LOA:	 39.95 m	
LWL:	 27.10 m
Hull material:		  Aluminum
Displacement: 	 Approx. 176 tons
Naval Architect:	 Dykstra & Partners 
Interior design:	 Dykstra & Partners
Hull construction:	 Bloemsma Aluminiumbouw
Shipyard:		  Holland Jachtbouw

About Dykstra & Partners
Dijkstra & Partners are famous for designing and redesigning award winning yachts like Athena, Adix, Adela, 
Windrose, Borkumriff IV, Endeavour, Velsheda, Shamrock V and Maltese Falcon.  

Dykstra & Partners Naval Architects was originally founded as Ocean Sailing Development Holland BV in 
1969 by Gerard Dijkstra. Much of the success is based on Gerard Dijkstra’s extensive sailing experience. 
Much attention is invested in research and development with new designs being tested in towing tanks and 
wind tunnels. Hull and rig strength is studied using finite element analysis. 

Contacts:

Dykstra & Partners Naval Architects	 		  Anneliek van der Linde / Thijs Nikkels
Tel: +31 (0)20 6709533 					     info@gdnp.nl
								        http://www.gdnp.nl

F. Bloemsma Aluminiumbouw b.v.				   info@bloemsma-aluminiumbouw.nl	 	
Tel: +31 (0)515-232528						    

Holland Jachtbouw (HJB).	 				    http://www.hollandjachtbouw.nl
Tel: +31(0)75 614 9133					     hjb@hollandjachtbouw.nl	

J Class Association 						     info@jclassyachts.com
								        http://www.jclassyachts.com
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